
Patricia at 1 ½ months, with her mother. 

At 4 months, with her father. 

Her first birthday!



Photo taken by Henry's father J.T.W. Mitchell – Saturday, June 4, 1955, at the parsonage

driveway at Oakland Methodist Church, Dry Fork. The Rev. Bill Dennis and family 

were leaving Oakland for a church assignment in their home state of Arkansas. Mrs. 

Dennis had been giving piano lessons to Patricia and to Henry's sister Joan. This is the 

earliest known photograph depicting both Patricia and Henry. 

Left to right: 

Henry's mother Mary Mitchell, Henry's sister Joan Mitchell, Patricia's mother Reba 

Beaver, Henry Mitchell (back to camera, looking at Patricia), Elizabeth Evans, Mrs. 

Esther Dennis, baby boy “Little Bill” Dennis, Patricia Beaver, Alice Evans, Bill 

Dennis.  



Patricia at five years old, posing as 

“Little Miss Sunbeam” in a contest 

sponsored by Sta-Kleen Bakery.     

At six, with her father at the 

Outer Banks. 

Patricia (six) and her mother, 

dressed for Easter.                  



Patricia (nine, at left) and her cousin

Grace Ann Yeatts enjoy watermelon. 

At eleven, on an international-themed Girl

Scout Chatham Christmas parade float. 

At eleven, with her horse Gunsmoke and

cousins Hal, Walter, and Jane Beaver.     



This is the  school photograph Patricia gave

to Henry at Chatham High School, fall 1964.

Patricia and Henry at his prom, May 1965. 

Henry, on leave from the VPI Corps of Cadets, 

paid a surprise visit to Patricia at Chatham 

High School, spring 1966. 



Patricia's senior yearbook photo, 

Chatham High School, fall 1966. 

1968 “Miss Pittsylvania” contestant. For her talent performance, with the advice 

and coaching of Dr. Tony Distler, head of the Theatre Arts Department at

Virginia Tech, Patricia delivered a soliloquy from “Ondine,” a 1938 play 

about a sea sprite, written by the French dramatist Jean Giraudoux.



Patricia and Henry at his VPI Ring Dance, May 4, 1968.

Patricia and Henry eloped and were married September 3, 1968, by Dr. T. Marvin Vick 

at Edenton Street United Methodist Church, Raleigh. 



On the day after Patricia and Henry's wedding, Henry's

mother served a lemon meringue wedding pie.             

A September 14 reception at Patricia's parents' home. Left to right: Johnny Beaver, Jerry 

Wyatt, Reba Beaver, Patricia and Henry, Mary and Trubie Mitchell. 

This time a wedding cake!
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